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computer systems are Y2K compliant. Although
the Department of Justice has already indicated
that competitors in an industry who merely
share information on Y2K solutions would not
be in violation of the antitrust laws, this Act
creates a specific exemption from the antitrust
laws for these activities. The limited antitrust
exemption created by S. 2392 will make it easier
for firms to cooperate with one another to solve
the Y2K problem while continuing to protect
consumers from industry agreements to boycott,
allocate a market, or fix prices or output.

Information sharing will be important not only
to those who have already made progress ad-
dressing the Y2K problem, but also to the many
small business and State, local, and tribal gov-
ernments that are just beginning their Y2K
work. I urge trade associations and umbrella
organizations to collect such information from
their members and provide it to others through

websites and other means devoted to discussing
Y2K experiences and solutions. My Council on
Year 2000 Conversion looks forward to working
with Federal agencies, other levels of govern-
ment, and consumer and industry groups in ex-
panding the website, www.y2k.gov, that already
supports activities related to our Nation’s efforts
to address issues related to the Y2K transition.

The Y2K problem is an enormous challenge,
and we must meet it. Enactment of this legisla-
tion is a significant achievement toward allowing
all of us to take a successful step into the new
millennium.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 19, 1998.

NOTE: S. 2392, approved October 19, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–271.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia
October 19, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice
to the Federal Register for publication, stating
that the emergency declared with respect to sig-
nificant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom-
bia is to continue in effect for 1 year beyond
October 21, 1998.

The circumstances that led to the declaration
on October 21, 1995, of a national emergency
have not been resolved. The actions of signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia
continue to pose an unusual and extraordinary

threat to the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States and to cause
unparalleled violence, corruption, and harm in
the United States and abroad. For these reasons,
I have determined that it is necessary to main-
tain in force the broad authorities necessary to
maintain economic pressure on significant nar-
cotics traffickers centered in Colombia by block-
ing their property subject to the jurisdiction of
the United States and by depriving them of ac-
cess to the United States market and financial
system.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 19, 1998.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.
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